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Theology can be one of the most rewarding and faith-building subjects that you can study at university. 
Properly oriented, theology is nothing less than the intentional pursuit to know God so that we might 
enjoy deeper communion with Him. Anselm famously described it as ‘faith seeking understanding.’ 
Theological study and faith in Christ should be mutually enriching. After all, good theology has knowing, 
loving, and serving God at its heart.

Theology Network exists to enable you to study theology faithfully as followers of Christ in the British 
academy. We don’t want you to merely survive your degree; we want you to thrive as Christian 
theologians. You have an exciting opportunity to grow personally in your faith and to make a real 
difference in the academy, the Church, and the world. We know this isn’t always easy. There are 
challenges and doubts to wrestle with, but we are here to equip you to face these head-on.

One way we do that – and what this booklet is all about – is through student-led groups in your Christian 
Unions (CUs) called ‘hubs’. Studying theology is incredibly relational and Theology Network hubs are 
an exciting opportunity for you to support and be supported by your peers. In these groups you will be 
equipped to study theology well as Christians and mobilised to make a real difference for the gospel in 
your department. My hope and prayer is that, through this booklet, you would be inspired and equipped 
to run an effective hub in your CU.

Michael Williams

UCCF’s Theology Network Co-ordinatorTheology Network hubs are 
an exciting opportunity 
for you to support and be 
supported by your peers.



UCCF Theology Network

4 5

A Theology Network hub is a place for you to actively pursue the 
desire to see yourself and your theology department transformed by 
the gospel. These hubs are CU-based, student-led groups in which 
theology students like you are supported, equipped, and mobilised 
to study faithfully as followers of Christ and bear witness to Him in 
their departments.

In practice they meet regularly to enjoy fellowship, talk through a 
particular issue, and pray together. Some may do Bible studies, 
discuss books or articles, hear from external speakers, or have open 
discussions about current issues on the course you are studying. 
Hubs look different in different CUs across Britain, but they are all 
united in the desire to know Christ and make Him known.

Shaped by the Gospel
As part of CUs, hubs are shaped by the truth and grace of the 
gospel. CUs unite around UCCF’s Doctrinal Basis (DB) which 
celebrates the central truths of the gospel. Hubs too celebrate these 
essential truths which help maintain biblical priorities and guide 
towards faithful theologising. This vision is kept clear and known 
in these groups; leaders are committed to the DB, and the group 
anchored by it. 

However, they handle this commitment to truth graciously. A hub is a 
group with an open front door where discussion is welcomed. Even 
Christians committed to the truth of Scripture disagree on secondary 
issues, and these differences may be the topic of healthy and fruitful 
discussion. In hubs, a welcoming air is maintained where questions 
and honest reflection are encouraged, with the unity of the gospel 
always in sight and a posture of charity and humility taken.

What is a Theology 
Network hub?

A hub is a 
group with 
an open front 
door where 
discussion is 
welcomed.
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To see theology students in your department supported, equipped, 
and mobilised to live and speak for Jesus in the world of theology.

Equipped to integrate academic theology and 
gospel-centred faith.
Hubs are a place to be trained in the thought-patterns and practices 
that lead to faithful and fruitful theology. They are committed to 
approaching theology in a way that is academically rigorous, 
doctrinally coherent, and personally consistent. 

This includes the spiritual side of studying theology, nurturing 
genuine disciples of Christ who are continuously growing as 
true worshippers of God. In this type of community, theologians 
can become more “virtuous readers,” being shaped ever more 
into the likeness of Christ, a character transformation which will 
“demonstrate itself in scriptural interpretation” no less than in any 
other aspect of the believer’s life.1

The aims of a hub

Supported through the challenges of 
studying theology.
As a minimum, every hub has a role as a field hospital – a safe-
haven for those whose faith is being challenged by theological study. 
A hub serves as a clearing house for the faith-shaking questions that 
you and your coursemates are facing, modelling what it looks like to 
positively engage with them as evangelicals. 

Though not always the case, sadly these hubs are often the only 
place where theology students who are less confident in the gospel 
are able to wrestle with doubts in an evangelical context without 
feeling shut down or given answers that typically feel slightly too 
shallow. 

They are also a place to pray for and practically support one another 
through difficult assignments, exam seasons, and the ups and 
downs of student life. Mobilised to witness to the gospel in the 

academy and to your coursemates.
In hubs, you are encouraged by one another to put the gospel to 
work in your studies, in the academic debates you engage with, and 
in effective personal evangelism in your department. You are also 
well placed to run or support CU mission events which address the 
specific concerns of your coursemates. 

However, this doesn’t always have to be through public events. 
The nature of a hub is that it is missional in-and-of-itself. It can be 
a little like an ‘explore group’ – supporting students from a variety 
of backgrounds to gain confidence in the truth of the gospel and 
equipping them to study theology in that light. 

1  Daniel J. Trier, Introducing Theological Interpretation of Scripture, 83-84.
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If there is no Theology Network hub currently meeting in your CU, 
you could start one. How do you go about doing that?

Gather enthusiastic peers
After that, it can be quite straightforward to get a hub started – just 
advertise it in freshers’ week and announce it in the CU and the 
theology department. That may be enough to attract a dozen or 
more people to your first few meetings.

But, if that’s all you do, it probably won’t last long. People will come 
for their own reasons and may want to take the group in different 
directions. If you’re carrying the vision for Theology Network on 
your own, it will be very difficult to keep the group focussed, and 
when you’re ready to hand over the leadership, there may be no-one 
appropriate to carry the vision forward. 

What you need are like-minded sisters and brothers who will stand 
with you, united in purpose and in the gospel. 

So you’ll need to get talking and share the vision: talk to your friends 
about your ideas and the need for a group, talk about theology that 
creates love for God, read the Bible with these friends and see Jesus 
and His gospel on every page (cf. Luke 24). Pray and think carefully 
about whom you should invest time in sharing the vision with.

It might be that you already have these ‘vision sharers’ around you. 
But it’s just as likely that time is needed for you to share the vision 
with others, and more time for them to grasp it and own it, before 
you start organising a programme of events or meetings. So, think 
people first, programmes second.

Starting a new Theology 
Network hub

Let us know
You don’t have to do it alone. Let UCCF’s Theology Network Co-
ordinator know that you want to start a hub – assisting you in setting 
up and running a hub is one of their top priorities. They will help you 
clarify the vision for the hub, think practically about what shape it 
should take, and gather a group of like-minded friends around you. 

They will also point you to resources and talks that your hub can 
engage with and find someone in your city to support you more 
permanently as your Leadership Network Partner (LNP).

It’s also important to bring your CU Staff Worker and committee 
in on the process. Send them a message or copy them into your 
emails with the Theology Network Co-ordinator.

What if I can’t make a hub work?
If you feel the need for a hub but you find that there aren’t the 
numbers, support, or time to keep a local hub going effectively 
in the long-term, there are other options. You may be able to get 
involved in a regional hub with a cluster of theology departments, or 
a subject-based hub with students who focus on a similar area of 
Theology or Religious Studies. You can talk all these things through 
with the Theology Network Co-ordinator.

So, if you are interested in starting a hub, email the Theology 
Network Co-ordinator at theology@uccf.org.uk 
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Depending on your context, you may have one or two students in their penultimate 
or final year who are responsible for organising and running the hub. 

Leaders who serve
Leading a hub, like all Christian leadership, is about serving others 
well. It is less about what you can do and more about who you are. 
The standard is active growth, not perfection. The characteristics 
below are not supposed to be maximally exclusive but are key 
points to consider for hub leaders.

If you lead or are considering leading a Theology Network hub, ask 
yourself if you are growing in the areas of character, conviction, 
capacity, and commitment as they are outlined in the following 
pages. Seek someone else’s advice too, such as a church leader or 
trusted friend who can give an honest perspective on how you are 
doing in these areas.

 

Leading a Theology  
Network hub

You are not alone in leading your hub. 
We aim to put in place a Leadership Network Partner (LNP) 
to support you as you lead the hub. They will often be an 
evangelical PhD student in your department or someone who 
similarly knows your context and the challenges of studying 
theology. They are there to support you practically as leaders 
and help you work through theological issues that come up in 
the hub. The Theology Network Co-ordinator is also available 
to help in whatever ways you might need, e.g. giving a talk 
or sourcing a speaker. They will be especially involved in 
supporting you if you don’t currently have an LNP. Your CU 
committee and Staff Worker are also there for practical support 
– don’t hesitate to email or call.

Character: developing a consistent Christ-honouring 
character. 
Are you seeking to live all your life – including your studies – for 
Jesus, in obedience to Him? Theology Network leadership involves 
helping others to live and speak for Jesus as they study theology. 
You can only do that effectively if you are growing in your own 
relationship with Jesus, seeking to live and speak for Him as you 
study theology.

Are you looking to share your faith with your friends and 
coursemates? A growing relationship with Jesus leads to a concern 
for the people and things that Jesus is concerned with. Jesus came 
“to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10). Are you concerned with 
Jesus’ mission to seek and save the lost?

Christians who are suitable leaders certainly know that they are 
imperfect and struggle with sin, but they are also increasingly 
amazed by God’s grace and are growing in their passion to serve 
Him and make Him known. Are you heading in the right direction?

Conviction: committed to the truth of the gospel, 
outlined in UCCF’s Doctrinal Basis (DB).
We understand that studying theology is a time of disruption, 
deconstruction and (re-)formation of core beliefs, and that the 
very points of the DB may be the subject of discussion and critical 
scrutiny. These discussions are important to have, but we want to 
approach them with confidence in the truth of the gospel.

This good news that we offer the university is articulated by the DB 
and forms the basis of our unity in the CU. We love these truths – 
they are life-giving! They are also an anchor for Christian theology 
that seeks to be faithful to the Bible.

Be sure to read the DB and reflect on it. If you have questions about 
any of the statements, don’t hesitate to talk to your Staff Worker, 
LNP or the Theology Network Co-ordinator.
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Capacity: having the capacity to organise talks  
and gatherings and having the time to commit to  
the group.
You don’t have to be able to answer every theological challenge to 
lead a hub. You are not on your own, and there are plenty of resources 
to help you. However, you should be sure that you have the time and 
are willing to put in the effort to organise the group’s programme. 

Leading a hub will take time – up to four hours a week – and it is 
essential to consider this as honestly as you can. Think about how 
you currently use your time. Could you rearrange some things or be 
a bit more disciplined and structured in your use of time in order to 
serve God in this way? Perhaps you will need to give something up 
to lead a Theology Network hub effectively. It’s important to consider 
this carefully.

Commitment: committed members of a local church 
where you are at university.
The local church is the place of lifelong Christian discipleship. 
While the CU engages in a specific mission of the universal 
Church, no amount of involvement in this replaces membership in 
a local church. 

It is in our local church that we receive the teaching ministry of 
qualified leaders. We express love for one another across our 
differences in age, culture, and background. We celebrate the 
fulness of Christian faith through the celebration of the sacraments. 
And we receive pastoral support and counsel from those of greater 
maturity, experience, and wisdom.

We know that engagement with your local church can be hard 
during the years of a theology degree as your thoughts about faith 
and Church are being challenged and reshaped. It is so important 
for your spiritual well-being to continue to commit to your church 
even through these challenges. You will need the support and prayer 
of your local church for you and your Theology Network hub. You 
will also need to model this commitment to others in the hub.
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Think about when and where you’ll meet
Meet as regularly as you can while being realistic about your capacity. 
Weekly or fortnightly meetings make for a consistent pattern.

Lunchtimes or evenings can create a relaxed environment, but 
there may be other times that you know will work for most people. 
Be sure to talk to the CU committee to avoid clashes with other 
regular CU meetings.

Meet somewhere central for all your members. If you’re booking 
university rooms, do this early and book for the whole term if possible.

Plan an effective programme 
If you want to see your department transformed by the gospel, it 
is important to keep your hub focussed on the three-fold aim of 
supporting, equipping, and mobilising one another for a gospel-
centred engagement with academic theology.

It’s easy for Theology Network hubs to become merely theology 
debate clubs on the one hand, or generic Christian ‘small groups’ on 
the other. One of the key ingredients to keep your group on track is 
a well-considered programme.

The annotated autumn term outline overleaf is illustrative of what 
a balanced programme might look like. Use this to help you think 
through your plan for each term.

Planning the year

Communicate well
You might want to set up a Facebook group or group chat to post 
your plan for the term, communicate regularly with your hub, and 
share links to resources.

Organise a slot at a CU main meeting to tell the rest of the CU about 
your Theology Network hub and ask them to pray for you. This will 
be a good opportunity to advertise the group to theology students in 
the CU.

Ahead of freshers’ week, be sure to see if you can give a notice 
about the hub in your department’s induction lectures/seminars. 
Also, get in touch with the CU committee or the CU freshers’ 
planning team before the summer and get a Theology Network event 
listed on the CU’s freshers’ week publicity material.

Note on booking external speakers. Ensure the speakers 
you approach are willing to sign the DB. Give a prospective 
speaker plenty of notice about the time and place, and the 
topic you want them to speak on. If you are meeting in person, 
it is customary to meet the speaker’s travelling expenses and, 
if at all possible, give a small gift. However, even if this proves 
difficult, don’t let this put you off as there are ways around it 
– for instance, you can make a small charge to the rest of the 
group to cover their costs; you could approach the CU to help 
with the costs; and if all else fails, explain the situation to your 
speaker and see if they are still willing to come.
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•   Consider the areas of theology 
that are addressed in your 
department; what are the 
challenges or common 
questions that come up each 
year? Plan to spend most of 
your sessions on focussed 
discussions around these 
topics.

•   Make the most of central 
Theology Network events. 
Plan to join the online talks as 
a group and discuss the topic 
together afterwards.

•   If you want to do a Bible 
study, consider how it applies 
to being a theology student 
or choose to study passages 
that are the source of some 
difficulty in class and tackle 
them head-on.

Autumn Term Outline:

Freshers Week (Sept) –  Introductory Session: getting to know one another and the 
aims of the hub.

Week 1 (Sept) –  Talk and Discussion: ‘What I Wish I’d Known: personal reflections from 
a final year student.’

Week 2 (Oct) – Theology Network Online Talk

Week 3 (Oct) –  Article Discussion: “The place of biblical criticism in theological study”2

Week 4 (Oct) –  Bible Study: James 2:14-26 and Galatians 3:1-29

Week 5 (Oct) –  External Speaker: ‘Authorship and Pseudonymity in the New Testament’

Week 6 (Nov) –  Theology Network Online Talk

Week 7 (Nov) –  Talk and Discussion: ‘Evangelism in a Theology Department’ 

Week 8 (Nov) – Lunchbar or Meal with a Message

Week 9 (Nov) –  Open discussion of live issues from your course

Week 10 (Nov/Dec) –  Theology Network Online Talk

Week 11 (Dec) –  Article Discussion: “Reading Violence in the Old Testament”3

Week 12 (Dec) – Bible Study: John 14:1-11

•   Try to have a few sessions 
where you invite an external 
speaker to bring insight 
into approaching a given 
topic from a gospel-centred 
worldview.

•   Dedicate some of your 
programme to encouraging 
your hub to engage in 
evangelism. You could invite 
the Theology Network Co-
ordinator or a Staff Worker to 
speak about reaching your 
coursemates.

•   Work with the CU committee 
to put on a theology-focussed 
lunchbar or Meal with a 
Message and get your hub to 
invite their coursemates.

2   https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/article/the-place-of-biblical-criticism-in-theological-study/

3   “Reading Violence in the Old Testament” by Ellidh Cook is available at www.theologynetwork.uk

•   You don’t need to have an 
expert to lead a discussion 
well. Just make sure you 
can introduce the issue, and 
ask good questions steered 
towards how a gospel-centred 
faith makes a difference.

•   Consider what else is in the 
CU calendar. When are key 
CU events such as mission 
weeks? Keep these weeks 
free in your programme 
and encourage your hub to 
show up and support the CU 
mission by volunteering and/or 
bringing along their friends. 
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There is no one way to run a hub meeting. It all depends on the time 
you have, the needs of the group, and what kind of session it is. The 
example below of a lunchtime article discussion highlights some 
common elements that are good to include. 

The main things are to manage the time well and to keep bringing 
the conversation back to the main thing – gospel-centred theology.

Running the sessions

Example of a one-hour lunchtime article discussion:

10 mins – Welcome and catching up

Give time for this even if your meetings aren’t that long. It gives people the space to bring up the 
questions and challenges that they are working through and is a great way of supporting each other.

Make it clear that anyone is welcome but also make the groups vision for gospel-centred theology 
known each time you meet.

If you want to open with an ice-breaker question aim for one that leads to relevant conversation, e.g. 
‘What was the most interesting thing you heard in a lecture this week?’

10 mins – Summarising the article

It is helpful to briefly summarise the article to highlight key points for your discussion but do encourage 
your hub to read the article beforehand to allow you to get into more depth.

20 mins – Guided discussion

Plan questions to keep your discussion focussed. You may even want some quotes from the article to 
go along with your discussion questions.

If you have an external speaker, rather than an article to discuss, you may want to give more time to the 
talk. However, be sure to still include plenty of time for questions and discussion.

10 mins – Praying for one another

Leave enough time to pray for each other. This is another great way to support one another and to bring 
coursemates to the Lord in prayer. If you’re doing this at the end, make sure to finish the discussion in 
time. However, you might consider praying for each other at the start before your main content so that it 
doesn’t get squeezed out.

End

Plan some margin to allow for people arriving late or needing to leave before the end of the hour. This also 
allows you to run over a little if there is productive discussion going on without feeling rushed as a leader. 
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Work with your CU committee and your LNP (or the Theology 
Network Co-ordinator) to decide when to hand over the group 
to new leaders – ideally around the same time as other CU 
nominations. Try and identify people in advance and draw them into 
the vision of the group so that they get a taste for what leading it is 
like early on.

Look for theology students who fit the characteristics of servant-
leaders outlined above. When you ask them to lead next year, give 
them a copy of that list of characteristics along with the DB for them 
to reflect on themselves as they consider whether to accept.  

Give them enough time to consider (a week is usually plenty) with 
a definite deadline by which to let you know. When they say yes, 
get them to sign a copy of the DB and give this to your LNP or the 
Theology Network Co-ordinator.

Regional and national Forum are key training opportunities for new 
leaders. Regional Forum is an opportunity to learn about leading 
in the CU and getting to know the other CU leaders. There will 
also be specific training for Theology Network at national Forum in 
the summer. Encourage the new leaders of the hub to book on to 
these early.

Handover
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Michael Williams – UCCF’s Theology Network  
Co-ordinator
Email: theology@uccf.org.uk

He is there to serve you as you study theology at university.  
Don’t hesitate to get in touch with any questions about theology or 
Theology Network hubs, however big or small.

The Theology Network Website –  
www.theologynetwork.uk
Access articles and other resources to equip you and your 
coursemates to approach theology in a way that is shaped by the 
gospel. Find material to support you in leading your local Theology 
Network hub such as Bible studies, discussion outlines, and talks on 
relevant topics. See up to date links to other key resources as they 
emerge.

Themelios - www.thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/
A free online evangelical theological journal filled with articles and 
book reviews on a huge range of topics. A great place to look for 
an evangelical perspective on an issue that may come up on your 
course.

Appendix B – Key Resources

The basis of the Fellowship shall be the fundamental truths of Christianity, as revealed in Holy Scripture, 
including:

1 There is one God in three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

2 God is sovereign in creation, revelation, redemption and final judgement.

3  The Bible, as originally given, is the inspired and infallible Word of God. It is the supreme authority in all 
matters of belief and behaviour.

4  Since the fall, the whole of humankind is sinful and guilty, so that everyone is subject to ‘God’s wrath 
and condemnation.

5  The Lord Jesus Christ, God’s incarnate Son, is fully God; he was born of a virgin; his humanity is real 
and sinless; he died on the cross, was raised bodily from death and is now reigning over heaven and 
earth.

6  Sinful human beings are redeemed from the guilt, penalty and power of sin only through the sacrificial 
death once and for all time of their representative and substitute, Jesus Christ, the only mediator 
between them and God.

7  Those who believe in Christ are pardoned all their sins and accepted in God’s sight only because 
of the righteousness of Christ credited to them; this justification is God’s act of undeserved mercy, 
received solely by trust in him and not by their own efforts.

8  The Holy Spirit alone makes the work of Christ effective to individual sinners, enabling them to turn to 
God from their sin and to trust in Jesus Christ.

9  The Holy Spirit lives in all those he has regenerated. He makes them increasingly Christlike in 
character and behaviour and gives them power for their witness in the world.

10 The one holy universal church is the Body of Christ, to which all true believers belong.

11  The Lord Jesus Christ will return in person, to judge everyone, to execute God’s just condemnation 
on those who have not repented and to receive the redeemed to eternal glory.

Signed……………………………………………….  Date……………… 

Appendix A – UCCF’s 
Doctrinal Basis
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